
 

CONSEIL NATIONAL DE L’EMBALLAGE 
71 avenue Victor Hugo – 75116 PARIS 

Téléphone : (33) 1 53 64 80 30  – Fax (33) 1 45 01 75 16 
E-mail : c.n.e@wanadoo.fr - site Internet  http;//www.conseil-emballage.org 

SIRET n°41513678700025  APE : 9499Z 
 

 
 

Paris, 22 June 2015 
 

Position Paper 
On the environmental claim regarding product packaging that 

“less paperboard packaging means less trees are cut down” 
 
The French Packaging Council (CNE), a non-profit organisation founded in 1997, is a moral 
authority bringing together the different players in the packaging value chain in its bodies 
and/or working groups:  
- Packaging material manufacturers, 
- Packaging manufacturers, 
- Consumer goods companies, 
- Distributors, 
- Approved collection and recovery companies and operators, 
- Local authorities, 
- Consumer organisations, 
- Environmental organisations, 
- Other types of companies and federations, 
- Lawyers.  
 

The main mission of the CNE is to develop and disseminate best practices with regard to the 
design, marketing and use of product packaging. To that end, the CNE promotes and develops a 
responsible approach to the entire life cycle of packaging.  
The CNE ensures strict compliance with ethical rules on commitments and obligations, especially with 
respect to the environment, and maintains a constant dialogue between all stakeholders involved.  
The “Environmental Claims” standing committee was mandated by the French Packaging Council to 
deliver objective and verified information on the claim that “less paperboard packaging means less trees 
are cut down” which implies that trees are cut down to manufacture paperboard packaging: this 
statement is inaccurate and misleading.  
 

The claim “less trees are cut down” which implies that trees are cut down to 
manufacture paperboard packaging is FALSE.  
In Europe, trees are cut down in a sustainable and responsible manner for 
purposes other than packaging (e.g.: roofing framework, furniture, timber, 
etc.).  
On average, paperboard packaging is manufactured with 75% recycled fibres. 
The remaining 25% of virgin fibres are by-products of sustainable forest 
exploitation.  
In France and more generally in developed countries, forests are expanding 

and are managed sustainably.  
 
Please refer to the CNE guide entitled “Environmental claims on product packaging”: 
http://www.conseil-emballage.org/eng/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/97_1.pdf 

http://www.conseil-emballage.org/eng/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/97_1.pdf

